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Seasonal reminders: 

 Cows joined to calve in the 
autumn should be 
pregnancy tested soon. We 
are better able to age 
pregnancies early on. 

 

  Place halters on down cows 
with a prolapsed uterus as 
soon as you find them to 
prevent further damage to 
the exposed uterus. When 
cows get up the uterus 
bangs into their hocks and 
stretches.  

 If you have used a bull at 
the end of autumn joining 
watch out for the possibility 
of early spring calving cows 
and heifers getting pregnant. 
Some cows will get 
pregnant when they have 
only been calved as little as 
3 weeks.  

New electrolyte product 
for scouring calves 

 
VetreLYTE ZB (Zero Bicarb) is an 
electrolyte supplement that is ideal 
for routine use in scouring calves. 
VetreLYTE ZB like many other 
electrolyte supplements contains 
dextrose, sodium, potassium, 
glycine, fibre and vitamins. 
 
VetreLYTE ZB differs from other 
electrolyte supplements in that it 
contains the alkalizing agent acetate 
rather than bicarbonate. 
 
Having acetate as the alkalizing 
agent has the following advantages: 
 - Acetate aids in the 

absorption of sodium and 
water in the small intestine. 
 

- Acetate is a source of 
energy for the calf. 

 
- Acetate will not alkalize 

(increase the pH) the 
abomasum to levels that aid 
the growth of bacteria such 
as salmonella and E coli. 

 
- Acetate does not interfere 

with milk curd formation 
It is used in a similar manner to other 
electrolyte products. However, it 
may be used within 2 hours of a milk 
feed. This product is ideal for use in 
beef calves that are only mildly 
dehydrated and remain on, and 
therefore, still drink from their 
mother.  
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Andrew’s back 
 
Andrew Marguccio left us in April 
last year to travel around Australia. 
His X-trail made it to the Gibb River 
Road (the furthest possible point 
from Rochester in mainland 
Australia) where it hit a large rock 
and ground to a halt. 
 
So after seeing most of the country 
and a short stint as a small animal vet 
in Melbourne Andrew has decided 
that Rochester is the place to be for 
the foreseeable future. We are very 
pleased to have someone of 
Andrew’s calm demeanour and 
excellent veterinary skills back in the 
team. 
 

  Good deal on injectable 
Ivermectin 
 
Bomectin is an injectable Ivermectin 
that is active against adult and 
immature gastro-intestinal 
roundworms and lungworms and 
sucking lice. It has no activity against 
fluke and does not provide full 
control of biting lice. 
 
Bomectin claims persistent activity 
for 7 days for the major roundworms 
and 14 days for lungworm. 
 
There is a 28 day milk and meat 
withhold so Bomectin should not be 
used on milking cows. 
 
Bomectin is an ideal treatment for 
young stock. Heifers that are 200kg 
get a 4ml dose under the skin. A 
500ml pack of Bomectin costs $90 
(inc. GST) and treats 125 heifers that 
are 200kg.  
 
We recommend an injectable 
anthelmintic rather than a pour-on in 
young stock.  

 
We have a new shipment of the Vet’s 
Choice Ivermectin Pour-On available 
again at a cost of $410 (inc. GST) for 
10 litres. The dose rate is 1ml/20kg 
so a 10L drum will treat 332 cows 
that are 600kg. There is no milk 
withhold but there is a 42 day meat 
withhold. 
 Metacam, mastitis and 
fertility 
 
Recent studies into the effect of 
using the non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory (NSAID) Metacam in 
cases of mastitis have yielded some 
interesting results for cow fertility. 
 
A 2009 study in New Zealand found 
that cows with mastitis that received 
a dose of Metacam (along with 
standard antibiotic therapy) were 
42% less likely to be culled. The 
most likely reason was that fewer of 
these cows were empty at the end of 
the season. 
 
Subsequent studies have confirmed 
that this reduced culling rate is due to 
improved fertility - with a 10% 
improvement in first service 
conception rate, a reduction in the 
number of required inseminations 
and increased probability of cows 
being in calf at 120 days post 
calving. 
 

  
Most of the mastitis cases were at or 
around calving so we are not sure of 
the exact mechanism but it may have 
something to do with the effect on 
the oocyte (or egg) when the cow has 
mastitis. 
 
It is important to note that in these 
studies the mastitis was mild clinical 
mastitis where the cow was not off 
its food or sick. 
 
There is also evidence to suggest that 
Metacam has positive effects on the 
outcome of mastitis treatment – 

Metacam used with an antibiotic was 
found to result in a 16% 
improvement in bacteriological cure 
rates when compared to antibiotic 
alone. This means more cows are 
able to eliminate the causative 
bacteria from their udders. 
 
It has always made sense to give 
cows that are sick a dose of Metacam 
but now we have good evidence that 
all cows with clinical mastitis will 
benefit from treatment. 
 Humane killing of 
calves 
 
The welfare of animals is becoming 
increasingly important to the general 
public. It is vital to the dairy industry 
that we do the right thing and that we 
are seen to do the right thing.  
One area that we can improve is the 
humane killing of induced, sick and 
dying calves.  
 
The best way to kill calves quickly 
and humanely is with a captive bolt 
device. The effect is the same as 
shooting with a gun but there is not a 
projectile. For this reason they are 
much safer. You do not need any 
registration or licence to own or 
operate a captive bolt. 
 
The captive bolt device is available 
for $399 (inc GST). Please contact us 
if you are interested in owning a 
captive bolt device. They are simple 
to use and are very effective. We 
recommend a short training session 
of 15 -30 minutes if you have not 
used one previously. 
 
It is our opinion that it is not good 
enough to “knock a calf on the head” 
in order to humanely kill it. When it 
comes to animal welfare, it is better 
to be ahead of public opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


