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Seasonal reminders: 

 Early removal of eye cancers is 
much easier and more likely to be 
successful. If you are not sure if 
an eye problem is cancer or not 
get it checked out promptly. 

 Bulls should be vaccinated 
against vibrio and pestivirus at 
least 2 weeks before you plan to 
use them. Ear notch test all bulls 
for BVD when you first acquire 
the bull. 

 Calves born to late calving cows 
get sicker more quickly when the 
weather is hot. Prompt treatment 
with electrolytes is essential as 
calves born in hot weather often 
do not get adequate colostrum. 
They also dehydrate a lot more 
quickly than calves born in cool 
weather. 

 

Bull Testing 

Each year we fertility test around 150 
bulls. This involves assessing their 
conformation, testicular size and 
collecting a semen sample. This 
should ideally be carried out well 
before you plan to use them – to allow 
for finding a replacement if required. 

Ensuring your bulls are up to the job 
is an essential part of herd in calf rates 
– it is possible for a dud bull to be 
worse than no bull at all; he may serve 
cows that would otherwise be mated 
successfully by another good bull. 

We find that of the bulls we test, 
around 1 in 6 fail. This season when 
beef prices high and feed has been 
abundant, it makes sense to identify 
dud bulls and send them to 
Greenham’s. 

How many bulls? 

Every year we find that some herds 
have poorer than expected results 
from their bull matings. One of the 
common observations we make is that 
farmers under estimate the number of 
bulls they require.  

Heifers require one bull per 30 non-
pregnant heifers and there should be 
at least two sexually active bulls 
running with the heifers at any time.  

 
The number of bulls required for the 
herd after the end of AI will depend 
on how successful the AI program has 
been. The average 6-week in calf rate 
for our herds is around 55%. This 
means that for a 200 cow herd there 
will be 90 empty cows at the end of 
the AI period.  
 
This means that there should be 3 
bulls (one bull per 30 cows) running 
with the herd at any one time 
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Should I vaccinate my 
bulls against vibriosis? 
 
Vibriosis is a venereal disease in 
cattle that causes infertility and 
occasional abortion. Signs most 
commonly seen with vibrio infections 
are: - 
 

 poor conception rates after 
the introduction of bulls 

 cows and heifers returning to 
heat 

 occasional abortions around 
6 months of pregnancy 

 a spread out calving pattern 
 
Vibriosis is difficult to diagnose so we 
are not really sure how widespread 
this problem is. Vibrio vaccine costs 
about $7 per dose so it is probably 
good insurance to vaccinate your bulls 
(it is not necessary to vaccinate cows). 
 
If you are purchasing bulls, buy virgin 
bulls whenever possible as they are 
less likely to introduce venereal 
diseases to the herd.  
 

Eye cancer detection 

Eye cancers of the left eye seem to be 
worse on some farms and on other 
farms the right eye seems to be more 
severely affected. 

Our theory is that on rotary dairies 
that spin anti-clockwise the right eye 
is observed twice a day by the cups-
on person. The left eye is not seen as 
often and so eye cancers have 
progressed further before they are 
noticed.  

The opposite is true for platforms that 
spin clockwise. 

Cows in herringbone dairies may have 
a similar problem if they only go in 
one side and that is the side where 
their eye cancer develops. 

So what is the answer? It may be 
worthwhile to designate one milking a 
month to eye cancer detection of the 
eye that is normally hidden. On anti-
clockwise platforms, for example 
somebody positions him or herself in 
a position to observe left eyes. This 

may best be done in the exit race. 

Coccidiosis 
 
Coccidiosis is a parasitic disease of 
young cattle (typically between 3-
8months of age) which tends to occur 
in animals with a lowered immune 
system. These are cattle that are often 
stressed, have poor nutrition or 
concurrent disease.  
 
We have been seeing a lot of 
coccidiosis this season, with 
environmental conditions favourable 
for the parasites survival and 
proliferation, which has placed a 
heavy burden on already stressed 
animals.  
 
Animals with clinical coccidiosis will 
present with some or all of the 
following signs: 

 Diarrhoea – often mucoid 
and contains blood 

 Tenesmus (  straining to 
defecate) 

 Faecal staining 
 Dehydration 
 Inappetence 
 Weakness  
 Rough coat 
 Weight loss 

 
Animals with coccidiosis can shed 
oocysts in their poo, and so to 
diagnose the disease we can examine 
a poo sample in the clinic to look for 
the oocysts. Diagnosing off oocysts 
alone can be unrewarding in some 
cases, as a diseased animal can be 
shedding no oocysts if caught early, 
and the opposite true, a healthy 
animal can still shed oocysts. By 
combining our findings from 
examination of the animal and what 
we see under the microscope, we can 
recommend appropriate treatment and 
management options.  
 
There are a few management 
techniques that can be utilised to 
reduce the risk of your animals 
contracting coccidiosis, such as: 

 Reducing stocking rates 
 Weaning onto a ‘clean’ 

pasture 
 Rotational grazing 

 Feeding a calf pellet that 
contains a coccidiostat (e.g. 
Monensin)  

 
A clean pasture is one that has been 
rested over the summer. The parasite 
can survive in the environment for up 
to 2 years, but is easily destroyed in 
hot, dry conditions. Ideally calf 
paddocks should be different each 
year.  
 
Finding coccidiosis early and treating 
early is very rewarding, if you notice 
that your young stock aren’t looking 
as well as you think they should, give 
us a call and we can investigate why!  


