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Seasonal reminders: 

 Watch out for heat stress in 
early calving autumn cows. 
Cows with milk fever are not 
able to regulate their 
temperature and will 
overheat on a hot day. Throw 
buckets of water on these 
cows to help them cool 
down. 
 

 
 
 
 

 Calves born in hot weather 
are especially susceptible to 
dehydration. Sick or scouring 
calves need extra attention in 
hot weather. 

 
 
 
  
 
 

Calf dehorning 
 
Disbudding of calves is recognised as 
a stressful and painful procedure and 
is seen by many as a welfare issue. It 
is now possible to provide a less 
painful experience that has minimal 
impact on the calf’s welfare and 
growth. 
 
Studies show that when calves have 
been disbudded or dehorned they 
display behaviour associated with 
distress during the procedure and 
experience significant pain 
afterwards. 
 

 
 
Our method of dehorning involves: - 
 

 Heavily sedating the calf so 
that it lies down 
 

 Giving the calf some oral 
pain relief 

 
 Injecting some local 

anaesthetic to numb the horn 
buds 

 
 Burning the horn buds with a 

gas dehorner 
 

 Applying topical antiseptic 
spray 

 
Calves disbudded using the veterinary 
method have higher average growth 
rates in the 30 days following 
disbudding compared to calves that 
did not receive sedation and local 
anaesthetic. 
 
Which calves to dehorn? 
 
The best time to dehorn calves is 
between 3 and 8 weeks of age but up 
to 12 weeks is OK. Calves that are 
sick are best left until they are 
healthy. 
 
Prevent access to food from calves for 
at least one hour before the procedure. 
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Other services at the time of 
disbudding 
 
While the calves are sedated and lying 
there it is an ideal time to check for 
extra teats, umbilical hernias and 
infections, pink eye infections and 
joint ill. 
 
It is also a good time to ear notch 
calves for pestivirus (BVD) 
 
Aftercare 
 
Calves should be monitored for 1-2 
hours after the procedure. 
 
They should be left to quietly recover 
in a cool (on hot days) or warm (on 
cold days) comfortable environment. 
 
Cost 
 
The cost of veterinary disbudding is 
$7.70 (inc GST). 
 
Usually we do not require any help 
except being told which calf group is 
due for dehorning. 
 

 
 

Managing calves after 
difficult calvings 
 
Traditionally after a calf has been 
born it was hung up by its back legs 
as it was thought this would help 
remove fluid from the calf’s lungs. 
The great majority of the fluid that 
comes out of the mouth shortly after 
birth comes from the stomach and 
does not need to be removed. 
 
If a calf is hung up by its back legs the 
contents of the abdomen are pressing 

on the calf’s diaphragm making it 
more difficult to breathe. 
 
So save your back and do not lift 
calves up and over the fence railings. 
Simply sit the calf up on its chest and 
rub the ribs with a towel or a handful 
of hay. Sometimes it is useful to clear 
fluid from the mouth and nose with a 
towel. 
 

 
 

Antibiotic residues in 
milk 
 
We would like to know when 
antibiotics are detected in milk that is 
delivered to the factory. Sometimes 
the cause is obvious – someone has 
stuffed up and normal procedures 
were not followed. 
 
For the last several years when bobby 
calves have tested positive for 
antibiotics it has been mandatory for 
the vet that has dispensed the 
antibiotic to thoroughly investigate 
the case. We have been able to 
determine what went wrong and help 
people put in place protocols that 
minimise the chance of an antibiotic 
residue occurring again. 
 
This system has been very successful 
in reducing the number of antibiotic 
residues in bobby calves. 
 
At the moment it is not mandatory for 
the dispensing vet to be involved in 
antibiotic violations involving milk. 
Processors tell us that they encourage 
suppliers to contact their vet but it 
seems that this only happens some of 
the time. 
 

A common cause of antibiotic 
residues in milk is when cows calve 
earlier than expected. This can be due 
to natural variation, twins or 
misleading preg test results. 
 
When cows calve earlier than 
expected it is important to keep cows 
out of the vat for the prescribed time. 
For Cepravin DC the minimum dry 
period is 49 days and then cows must 
be kept out of the vat for 4 days after 
they calve. This means that the total 
period of time that needs to elapse 
after Cepravin DC is used is 49 + 4 
=53 days. 
 
For Juraclox DC the minimum dry 
period is 35 days so the total period 
out of the vat is 35 + 4 = 39 days. 
 
Because Cepravin DC has a longer 
minimum dry period it is essential that 
you have accurate calving dates if you 
plan to use this product. 
 
The best way to get accurate calving 
dates is to preg test cows with an 
ultrasound when they are less than 16 
weeks pregnant. 
 
There have been occasions when there 
has been no obvious reason for the 
antibiotic violation. We are 
particularly keen to investigate these 
cases.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


