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Seasonal reminders: 

 Check cows for early signs 
of eye cancer when drying 
off. Eye cancers can 
progress to a state where 
they are beyond treatment 
during the dry period. 

 
 A long dry period will help 

cure existing infections in 
the udder. Consider drying 
off high cell count cows a 
few weeks earlier to 
maximise their chance of a 
cure. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cepravin v Juraclox dry 
cow 
 
We are convinced that Teatseal 
together with antibiotic dry cow is 
the best treatment to prevent mastitis 
at calving. 
 
Once cows are treated with a 
combination of Teatseal with 
antibiotic dry cow the reduction in 
cases of clinical mastitis is so 
significant that most farmers have 
continued using a combination 
treatment. 
 
Cepravin DC is more expensive than 
Juraclox and has a 49-day milk 
withholding period compared with 
35 days for Juraclox. It is essential 
that you have accurate calving dates 
before you use Cepravin DC. 
Otherwise there is the risk of cows 
calving within the withholding 
period. The best way to get accurate 
calving dates is by pregnancy testing 
early. It is too late now to get 
accurate calving dates for most 
spring calving cows. 
 
We have good evidence that 
Cepravin DC alone is better at 
preventing mastitis at calving than 
Juraclox alone. We do not have good 
evidence either way to say whether 
Juraclox combined with Teatseal is 
better than Cepravin DC alone. 
 
We do know that Juraclox combined 
with Teatseal is less likely to give 
you residue problems than Cepravin 
DC alone.  
 
We do not have any evidence to say 
that Cepravin DC is better than 
Juraclox at curing existing infections. 
There is no reason to treat high cell 
count cows with Cepravin DC and 
expect to get better cure rates. 
 
The Pfizer mastitis survey that 
recorded the cause of clinical mastitis 
on five of our herds in the 2011 
calendar year found that E coli 
mastitis was much more prevalent 
than we thought. The antibiotic in 
Cepravin DC is effective against E 
coli but the antibiotic in Juraclox is 
not.  
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If you suspect that you have an E coli 
mastitis problem at calving then the 
most rational dry cow treatment is 
Cepravin DC plus Teatseal. The best 
way to determine if you have an E 
coli problem is to culture cases of 
clinical mastitis in fresh cows. 
 

Should I join my heifers 
with sexed semen? 
 
One approach to breed more heifer 
calves has been to join the maiden 
heifers with easy-calving sexed 
semen from Friesian bulls. Our 
observations are that most well-
grown two-year old heifers can give 
birth to an easy calving heifer calf 
but that it is not as easy as giving 
birth to a Jersey calf. 
 
We have seen that in many herds 
Friesian heifers that give birth to a 
Friesian calf are harder to get in calf 
than if they have given birth to a 
Jersey calf. 
 
Why the difference? 
 
The most likely difference is that the 
act of giving birth to a bigger 
Friesian calf is more stressful and 
damaging compared with giving 
birth to a Jersey-x calf. Heifers that 
give birth to Friesian calves are more 
likely to have calving paralysis, 
suffer from a torn or bruised birth 
canal and develop a uterine infection. 
They are more likely to be 
“windsuckers” that have a balloon of 
air in the vagina that makes 
conception difficult. 
 
If you have Friesian heifers calving 
down Friesian calves make sure that 
they are well grown and not too fat. 
Carryover heifers that calve at 30 
months or more of age are more 
prone to being too fat at calving. 
 
It has made good sense to chase the 
heifer market in recent years but be 
aware that the 2-year-olds that give 
birth to Friesians do have a harder 
time once they enter the herd than if 
they have given birth to a calf from a 
Jersey bull. 
 

 

Mastitis in dry cows 
 
A recent case of mastitis in freshly 
dried off cows highlights the 
importance of good hygiene. Three 
out of 25 cows died from mastitis 
between 2 and 4 days after drying of.  
 
The bug that caused this outbreak 
was Pseudomonas which we see only 
very occasionally. Unfortunately, 
Pseudomonas infections do not 
respond to any of the antibiotics that 
we are able to use in cows. 
 
In this case tubes of Teatseal were 
left in an open bucket in the dairy 
where they were contaminated with 
manure. The tubes were washed with 
cold water and left to dry. 
 
We know that pseudomonas is found 
in water and not in cow manure so it 
is likely that the source of the 
infection was the water used to wash 
off the manure. 
 
It is good practice to only get out as 
many tubes as you need for that day. 
It is also a good idea to leave the 
tubes inside next to a heater or fire to 
warm them rather than placing them 
in warm water. 
 

Bulk Milk Tank BVDV 
antibody testing 
 
A bulk milk antibody test is a cheap, 
easy and simple way to see if your 
herd is infected with BVD. The test 
can show whether your herd has a 
current infection, an infection in the 
past or has never been exposed to 
BVD. 
 
All we need is a sample of milk from 
the vat that has been agitated and 
well mixed. A preservative is added 
to the sample before it is frozen and 
sent for testing.  
 
A high BVDV antibody level 
indicates either a persistently 
infected animal (PI) has entered the 
herd or many animals have recently 
become infected with BVDV. This 
result will likely warrant further 
investigation. 
 

It is equally important to know if 
your herd has not been exposed to 
BVD as these herds are very 
vulnerable to infection. In this case, a 
few simple quarantine measures may 
be necessary or it might be prudent to 
vaccinate. 

 
DBAL vitamin D3 
injection 
 
We have been able to source DBAL 
vitamin D3 injection again.  
 
DBAL is used to aid in the 
prevention of milk fever in cattle. 
 
For best results, a cow should be 
given a 10ml injection into the 
muscle (ideally in the neck muscle) 8 
to 2 days prior to calving.  
 
If cows still haven’t calved within 8 
days of getting their DBAL injection 
they should be given another one 
 
The DBAL vitamin D3 injection acts 
on the cow’s body to prepare her for 
a sudden increase in calcium 
demand.   
 
To reduce the incidence of milk fever 
on your farm it is best to ensure the 
cows are given an adequate transition 
diet for a minimum of 21 days prior 
to calving.  
 
The DBAL injection may be used in 
high risk cows that don’t get an 
adequate transition period. High risk 
cows include those that are old, fat 
and carried over. 
 

Filta-Bac and 
Chloromide spray 
 
These products contain quaternary 
ammonium compound (QAC) and 
should not be used on teats or udders. 
Filta-Bac has been a useful product 
for sore chapped teats. The next best 
alternative treatment is Deri-Sal. 
 
There is no problem with using Filta-
Bac on other parts of the body. 


