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If you would like your newsletter 
emailed to you, please email the 
practice at admin@rochyvet.com.au   
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 BIOCHECK™-  and 
Johne’s disease status 

Seasonal reminders: 

 For spring calving herds, weaning 
of young stock should be 
planned. Young stock should 
receive their booster vaccination 
at this time if they have not 
received it prior to this event.  

 Aim to give pregnant cows at 
least 60 days ‘dry’ prior to 
calving down again. 

 

 All spring calving cows and 
heifers should receive their 
booster vaccination for ‘5 in 1’ or 
‘7 in 1’.  For those herds that 
vaccinate against Pestivirus and 
calf- scours (rotavec vaccine), 
cows and heifers should receive 
these booster vaccinations as 
well. 

 

 For autumn calving herds, mating 
of herd is due to finish up and 
marking of calves should occur.  

 Should I worm my stock? If you 
would like to know the worm 
burden of your stock, collect 10 
samples of faeces from the 
paddock (put them in an egg 
carton) and drop it of at the clinic. 
Our vets can perform a pooled 
faecal egg count ($18.00) and 
provide worming advice.   

 

Quad bikes/ ATV 
lifeguards 
 
 

 
 
 
Quad bike/ ATV rollover accidents on 
farms are the leading cause of farm 
deaths in Australia. Therefore, the 
quad bike/ ATV is considered to be 
one of the most dangerous piece of 
equipment to have on a farm.  
 
The Victorian Government through 
the WorkSafe Victoria is encouraging 
farmers to take part in rebate scheme 
to aid in reducing quad bike/ATV 
related deaths on farms.  
 
WorkSafe now accepts operator 
protection devices fitted to a quad 
bikes/ATV’s.  
 
Farmers that are eligible for rebates 
include: 
- The farmer lives and operates a 

business in Victoria 
- The farmer employs no more 

than 19 full-time employees 
- The farmer owns a quad bike for 

work purposes 
- The farm is the main source of 

income 

For further information, please go to 
https://www.vff.org.au/vff/QuadBike/  
 
To apply for a rebate, please go to 
https://www.vff.org.au/vff/QuadBike/
AppForm.aspx  
 
 

BIOCHECK™- 
Biosecurity plans 
 
BIOCHECK™ is a program run by 
members of the Australian Cattle 
Veterinarians - a special interest 
group of the Australian Veterinary 
Association. 
 
The BIOCHECK™ Biosecurity plan 
is designed to ensure that the farm has 
considered the major biosecurity risks 
and has appropriate risk management 
strategies in place. 
 
This plan is not an audited quality 
assurance program nor is it a 
guarantee against incursion by pests 
or disease. Rather it is evidence that 
the major biosecurity risks have been 
discussed and plans made to manage 
these which are appropriate to the 
individual farm. 
 

Each risk is discussed and evaluated 
as per the below options. Where 
appropriate, comments can be 
included that describe how that 
property is managing the risks 
identified. 
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Johne’s disease – New Scoring System 

The Johne’s Beef Assurance Score (J-BAS) is a risk profiling tool developed for use in the new approach to Johne’s disease 
(JD) in beef cattle. It is meant to be used as a guide and producers should ask further questions about JD in the herd and on 
the property, rather than rely on the score alone. To maintain a J-BAS score of 7 or 8, producers are required to complete an 
on-farm biosecurity plan with their vet by 30th June 2017. If you don’t have a vet approved biosecurity plan in place, but 
have your own biosecurity plan (document must be produced if requested) and have no history of Johne’s disease in the past 
5 yrs or more, the farm status will revert to a J-BAS 6 rather than J-BAS 0.  

Note: The beef scoring system has been developed to align with the dairy scoring system 

BIOCHECK™-  and Johne’s disease status 

The main reason for attaining a J-BAS 7/8 would be if you wished to sell cattle into Western Australia or possibly to ensure 
access to some export markets.  

To maintain your J-BAS score of 7 producers are required to complete the following: 
- Annually update their BIOCHECK™ biosecurity plan with your veterinarian 
- Ongoing triennial Check Test*  

To maintain your J-BAS score of 8 producers are required to complete the following: 
- Annually update their BIOCHECK™ biosecurity plan with your veterinarian 
- Two successive negative sample tests** 2 years apart, and then, 
- Ongoing Triennial Check Test 

*50 adult animals in the herd (or all eligible animals in a herd of less than 50 adult animals) biased to increase the 
probability of detecting infection, tested by pooled faecal culture, pooled faecal HT-J PCR or ELISA. 

**Screening of the adult herd or a large representative sample of the adult herd by an approved test (pooled faecal culture or 
pooled faecal HT-J PCR, or ELISA), with follow-up faecal culture or tissue culture and histopathological investigation of 
any reactors (if appropriate).  

Please don’t hesitate to contact the practice to discuss BIOCHECK™ biosecurity plan and the new Johne’s scoring system 
for cattle enterprises.  


