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NEWSLETTER: SHEEP ENTERPRISE
In this issue:  

 Seasonal reminders 

 Foot abscess vs footrot 

 Footrot  

 New footrot vaccine 

 Orphan lambs 

 If you would like your newsletter 
emailed to you, please email the 
practice at 
admin@rochyvet.com.au   

Seasonal reminders: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 Monitor Spring lambing ewes for 

pregnancy toxaemia. 
 

 Avoid performing husbandry 
procedures too close to lambing 
and on recently lambed ewes as 
any time off feed can predispose 
them to pregnancy toxaemia and 
milk fever.  

 

 Ensure ewes lambing between 
July and August have access to 
feed supplementation during this 
time period there is limited 
pasture growth that won’t met the 
needs of a lactating ewe.  

 
 Should I worm my flock? If you 

would like to know the worm 
burden of your flock, collect at 
least 10 samples of faeces from 
the paddock (put them in an egg 
carton) and drop it at the clinic. 
Our vets can perform a pooled 

faecal egg count ($18.00) and 
provide worming advice.   

 
 Foot abscess vs footrot 
 
The table below contrasts the clinical 
differences between foot abscess and 
footrot. 
 
Foot Abscess Footrot 
Most commonly 
affects one foot 

More commonly 
affect multiple feet 

Usually 
swelling present 
in affected foot 

Usually no 
swelling observed 

Pus present 
(Cream to green 
discharge) 

No pus present 
(may have a grey 
discharge) 

Hot touch at the 
site of the 
swelling 

No warmth/heat 
felt in the affected 
foot 

May have a 
slight odour 

Has a putrid odour 
and attract flies 

Usually does 
not spread 
through a flock 

Spreads rapidly 
through the flock 

Generally, 
affects heavier 
framed stock 

Affects all classes 
of stock 

Abscess often 
breaks out at the 
coronet band, 
heel or toe 

No breakout at the 
coronet, however 
in severe cases 
underrunning of 
the sole can occur 

 
Treatment of foot abscess:  

- Move affected sheep to drier 
ground 

- Pare affected feet to remove 
excess horn, under run sole 
and open the abscess 

- Antibiotics- penicillin course 
or long acting treatment 

- Anti-inflammatories to 
provide pain relief 

 
Prevention of foot abscess: 
  

- Pare all overgrown toes/ 
claws 

- Avoid wet and muddy areas 
(paddocks, laneways etc.) 
 

 

 
Footrot and the new vaccine 
 
Footrot is a contagious bacterial 
disease of sheep, which is caused by 
the bacterium Dichelobacter 
nodosus (D. nodosus) in association 
with a number of other bacteria 
species. There are many strains of D. 
nodosus found in a footrot outbreak. It 
is common to have between 1 to 4 
strains present on a farm during an 
outbreak.    
 
There are many strains of D. nodosus 
and they vary in the severity of the 
disease they cause. 
 
Benign strains usually cause lesions 
that are mild and resolve as conditions 
dry off, without treatment. There is 
usually minimal economic loss.  
 
Virulent strains usually cause severe 
lesions associated with lameness, loss 
of production and, in severe cases, 
deaths. Lesions can become chronic 
and cause deformities of the hooves.  
 
The management of footrot is 
considered to have two phases: 
 

1. Control 
-Footbathing every 7 to 10 days for 8 
weeks (Zinc sulphate) OR 
-Footbathing in "Radicate" every 12 - 
16 days for 8 weeks OR 
- Vaccination- two vaccinations (often 
there is a requirement to foot bath 
until second vaccination has been 
given. 
* Antibiotics may be required. 
 

2. Eradication 
 
-Immediate slaughter of infected 
mobs at an abattoir 
-Control, then slaughter after shearing 
and/or weaning 
-Control then summer eradication 
program 

 



Rochester Veterinary Practice         July 2017  
 

 
 

Rochester Veterinary Practice, 72 Lowry Street Rochester 3561, Phone (03) 54842255 admin@rochyvet.com.au 

New footrot vaccine 

 
 
On some farms, it may be necessary 
to vaccinate against the virulent strain 
of footrot causing the severe disease 
in the flock.  
 
To have a vaccine specific to the 
strain causing the disease on your 
farm the following steps are required: 

- 10 animals need to be 
selected that represent the 
flock’s problem (having a 
range of footrot scores 
ideally) 

- 2 swabs from each animal 
are taken for testing 

 
The samples are then sent to the 
University of Sydney, where they are 
processed and testing is carried out.  

 
The initial cost to diagnose the strain 
of footrot causing the disease may 
range from $1500 to $4000 ex. GST. 
The variation in the cost is due to the 
virulence and the number of strains 
identified. 
 
To obtain adequate efficacy for 
treatment, control, eradication and 
prevention of footrot, vaccines are 
formulated with one or two 
serogroups. 
 
The vaccine produced will cost: 

- $1.50 per dose for a single 
strain vaccine 

- $2.90 per dose for a 2-strain 
vaccine.  

 
If more than 2 strains are present on 
the farm, several vaccines will be 
required.  
 

The vaccination program consists of 2 
vaccinations, 4 weeks apart and 
provides 6 months protection.   
 
The vaccination program for multiple 
strains on a farm (for example 2 
vaccines containing 2 strains each) 
will consist of: 
- The first 2-strain vaccine will 
require 2 vaccinations, 4 weeks apart 
(most virulent strain administered 
first). 
- The second 2-strain vaccine will 
require 2 vaccinations, 4 weeks apart, 
3 months after the first vaccination. 
 
The vaccinations provide 6 months 
protection.   
 
For more information please contact 
the practice to speak to one of our 
vets.  
 

 
Orphan lambs 
 
The following options exist for orphan lambs or lambs rejected from ewes that have had multiples. 
1. Adoption by foster mother 
You will need a recently lambed ewe, and: 
(a) Confine ewe and lamb. 
(b) Rub head of lamb in birthing fluids from the ewe. 
(c) Drape the skin of the dead lamb over the orphan lamb. 
It may take some time for the ewe to take the lamb. 
 
2. Rearing by Handfeeding          
First Priority- Provide shelter, feed and warmth (gentle warm air or hot water bottles). It is important to ensure the lamb gets 
colostrum. Colostrum may be obtained by milking the lamb’s mother or any ewe that has recently lambed (up to 250mls of 
colostrum can be taken from a ewe without detriment to her own lamb). Milk the ewe within 2 hrs of lambing. Feed 
colostrum 75-100 ml 6 hourly for 3 feeds. Liquid feeding is required for the first few weeks of life as the intake of solids 
generally won’t begin until the lambs are 3 weeks old. Ewe’s milk contains more fat than cows’ milk but cow’s milk can be 
made similar to ewes’ milk by adding 25 g full cream powdered milk to 400ml cows’ milk. If using just full cream 
powdered milk, use 250 g of powder added to 1 litre of water. There are also commercial milk replacer products for feeding 
lambs eg. Di-vetelac®, Veanavite®. 
The most common problem in feeding lambs is feeding too much too infrequently (Never more than 600mls/feed). The 
amount to feed depends on breed and size of lamb. As a guide: 

 
 

Day Feed Amount/Feed No. of feeds/ day Total amount/ day 
1 Colostrum 75-100 ml 4 or 5  
2-7 Milk/milk replacer  60-90ml 5 300-450ml 
8-14 Milk/milk replacer 120ml 4 480ml 
15-21 Milk/milk replacer 200ml 3 600ml 
22-28 Milk/milk replacer 250ml 3 750ml 
29-35 Milk/milk replacer 300 or 

450ml 
3 
2 

900ml 
900ml 

36-42 Milk/milk replacer 600ml 2 1200ml 
Until Weaning Milk/milk replacer 600ml 2 1200ml 


