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NEWSLETTER: SHEEP ENTERPRISE
In this issue:  

 Seasonal reminders 

 Marking and weaning 
management 

 Clostridial diseases and 
enterotoxaemia 

 Compliance visits 

 Ram sedation 

 If you would like your newsletter 
emailed to you, please email the 
practice at 
admin@rochyvet.com.au   

Seasonal reminders: 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Monitor sheep for signs of fly-
strike. Early treatment is 
recommended.  

 

 Ensure all classes of stock are up 
to date with their vaccinations.  

 Should I worm my flock? If you 
would like to know the worm 
burden of your flock, collect at 
least 10 samples of faeces from 
the paddock (put them in an egg 
carton) and drop it at the clinic. 
Our vets can perform a pooled 
faecal egg count ($18.00) and 
provide worming advice.   

 
  
 

 

 
Marking and weaner 
management 
 
Marking of lambs is usually best done 
at 6 to 8 weeks of age. A clean area is 
recommended when surgically 
marking lambs.  
Lambs should receive their first 
vaccination of ‘5 in 1’ or ‘6 in 1’ at 
the time of marking. The lambs 
should then receive their booster 
vaccination 4 to 8 weeks later.  
 
Weaning lambs is a very stressful 
time for both the lamb and ewe 
(although more stressful for the 
lambs).  
 
The following tips may be useful to 
consider at weaning: 
 

- It is recommended to remove 
the ewes from the lambs (not 
the other ways around), as 
this leaves the lambs in a 
familiar environment (they 
will know where the water 
and feeders are) and aids in 
reducing stress.  

- Separate ewes and lambs 
completely so they cannot 
see or hear each other call 
out. 

- Ensure no sudden changes in 
the lambs diet at weaning as 
this can predispose them to 
enterotoxaemia (pulpy 
kidney)  

- Lambs should be closely 
monitored for disease in the 
flock after weaning as stress 
can predispose lambs to 
diseases such as coccidiosis.  

- Weaners should have regular 
FEC carried out to determine 
when it is best to drench the 
flock.  

- If you have a ‘tail to the 
mob’, it may be worthwhile 
separating these lambs and 
manage them separately.  

Clostridial diseases 
 
There are a number of clostridial 
disease that affect sheep. These are: 
- Pulpy kidney/ enterotoxaemia 

(Clostridium perfringes Type D) 
- Black Leg (Clostridium 

chauvoei) 
- Malignant oedema (Clostridium 

septicum) 
- Black disease (Clostridium novyi 

Type B 
- Tetanus (Clostridium tetani) 
 
The above clostridial disease are 
prevented by using a vaccination 
program. The ‘5 in 1’ vaccine will 
cover these diseases. 
 
We have seen several outbreaks of 
enterotoxaemia this winter/ early 
spring in unvaccinated flocks, 
emphasizing the importance of 
vaccinating.   
 
The disease is most commonly seen in 
well grown lambs grazing lush green 
pastures or being grain fed.  
 
The disease is generally seen as an 
outbreak with multiple deaths 
occurring over a short period of time. 
It may appear as sudden death or 
lambs that are down with tremors or 
having seizures.  
 
There is no effective treatment once 
an animal is showing signs of the 
disease.  
 
Prevention is based on vaccination. 
The appropriate vaccination program 
is a s follows: 
- Initial vaccination at 6-8 weeks of 

age 
- Second vaccination 4 to 8 weeks 

later. 
- Booster vaccination at 15 months 

of age 
- Next booster vaccination at 2 

years of age (this should protect 
the animal for the following 3 
years). 

 
In some situations where lambs and 
sheep are in a high-risk situation such 
as drought and grain feeding or end of 
a drought and going on to lush green 
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pastures, a booster vaccination is 
recommended.  
Compliance visits 
 

 
At Rochester Vet Practice we take 
pride in providing you and your 
animals with high quality, 
professional service.  As a valued 
client, we would like to inform you of 
some legal requirements relating to 
the supply of prescription medications 
for farm animals (Veterinary Practices 
Act 2003 & Controlled Substances 
Act 1984). 
 
The veterinary and livestock 
industries are coming under 
increasing scrutiny on a number of 
issues, including the supply of 
prescription medications such as 
antibiotics and sedation to farm 
animals.  Concerns regarding the use 
of antibiotics in livestock, centre on 
their use potentially contributing to 
the development of bacteria resistant 
to antibiotics.  Overuse or 
inappropriate use of antibiotics can 
speed up this process, which may then 
result in threats to human health 
where antibiotics cannot treat 
infections properly.  As such, we have 
updated our clinic policies to reflect 
our commitment to upholding the 
reputation of both the livestock and 
veterinary industries and also to meet 
our legal requirements. 
 
The Veterinary Practitioners 
Registration Board of Victoria has in 
November 2015 released a checklist 
of requirements to guide all 
veterinarians in the use of prescription 
medications.  The checklist outlines 
nine criteria that must be met before a 
veterinarian can sell, supply, prescribe 
or administer medication to any 
animal, namely: 

1. The client (you) must be a 
bona fide (genuine) client of 
the clinic 

2. There must be a therapeutic 
need for the drug, as 
determined by the vet 

3. The animal/herd/flock must 
be under the veterinarian’s 
care 

4. The requirements for storage 
and handling of the drug 
have been fulfilled 

5. The correct protocols are 
used for documentation, 
recording and labelling of the 
drug 

6. The vet must be able to 
follow up on, and provide 
after-care for, the 
animal/herd/flock 

7. The client (you) must 
understand the instructions 
for use and administer the 
medication properly for the 
specified animals only 
(including observing any 
withholding periods and 
export slaughter intervals) 

8. The amount dispensed must 
be reasonable 

9. The medication must be in 
the best interest of the 
animal/herd/flock 

 
How do these guidelines affect you? 
Two of the key points in the check list 
are ensuring you are a ‘bona fide’ 
client of our veterinary practice and 
that your animals are ‘under our care.’  
This means we need to have visited 
your property within the past 12 
months.  If you are requesting 
medication for sheep, such as ram 
sedation, we need to have seen your 
sheep at some stage in the previous 
year.  Similarly, if you are requesting 
medication for cattle, such as 
penicillin, we need to have seen your 
cattle within the past year. 
 
But what if your animals don’t need 
a vet every year? 
If we have not visited your property in 
the past 12 months, we cannot legally 
supply you with ANY prescription 
medications. In this instance, if you 
have an animal requiring medication, 
you can either arrange a farm visit 
with one of our vets, or you may be 
able to bring your animal into the 
clinic for assessment and treatment 
(e.g. sick lambs/ ewe).  If you have 
not had a vet visit recently, and have 
no sick animals, we can arrange to do 
a Prescription Compliance Visit for a 
discounted consultation price of $50 
plus travel. 

In this visit we will observe your 
animals, update your details with us 
including your PIC and any other 
relevant information. This helps us 
maintain accurate records and helps 
fulfil the requirements of you being a 
bona fide client.  This visit is also a 
great opportunity to talk to us about a 
variety of animal health or 
management topics.  Some examples 
you might like to discuss could 
include worming, vaccination, disease 
prevention, biosecurity, reproduction, 
nutrition or any number of other 
topics - we are here to help. 
We realise these legislative 
requirements are not necessarily 
convenient, and indeed in many cases 
can seem ridiculous when you have 
been a long-standing client of the 
clinic, however please understand we 
have a legal obligation to uphold these 
regulations.   
 
Ram sedation 
 
Sedation of rams prior to shearing is 
now considered routine for rams over 
75kgs.  
 
Acetylpromazine (ACP) is the drug 
that is used to sedate rams.  The dose 
rate that is commonly recommended 
is 1 to 2 mls into the muscle 30 
minutes prior to shearing. The drug 
usually has a reliable sedative effect 
for 30 to 60 minutes. Once the rams 
are sedated they will be able to move 
around and stand however, they may 
be uncoordinated. Therefore, these 
rams should be moved with care. 
 
The sedation will take up to 4 hours to 
wear off completely. So the rams 
should not be: 
- Exposed to hot or cold weather 
- Transported large distances 
- Drenched or medicated 
Note: Sick rams should not be sedated 
 
To organise sedation for your rams, it 
is best call the practice to pre-order 
the amount required. 

 


