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Seasonal reminders: 

 Calves born this spring 
should be treated for liver 
fluke at about this time. We 
recommend drenching calves 
with Fasinex or Flukare C 
oral drench. The injectable 
treatments for fluke such as 
Ivomec Plus or Virbamec 
Plus are suitable for adult 
cattle. They should not be 
used on calves as a fluke 
treatment as they do not treat 
immature fluke. 

 
 

 
 Do not let cattle graze 

country with significant 
amounts of heliotrope. 
Heliotrope damages the liver 
and cattle are affected 
months and even years later. 

 
 
 
 

Pregnancy testing heifers 
 
We like to pregnancy test heifers early 
because it is very difficult to age 
beyond 3½ months. The calf falls out 
of reach in heifers earlier than in older 
cows. 
 
Compared with older cows a higher 
percentage of heifers are pregnant in 
the first 3 weeks. An early preg test 
will only leave a few heifers that will 
require a second preg test at a later 
date. 
 
The advantage of identifying empty 
and late calving heifers is that they 
can be sold for export. Late calving 
heifers are less profitable because they 
are difficult to get back in calf quickly 
once they enter the milking herd and 
often end up empty or as carry-over 
cows. 
 
If heifers have been artificially 
inseminated an early preg test will 
help identify those that are pregnant to 
AI. This is particularly important 
when you have used sexed semen.  
 

When to pregnancy test 
 
The best way to get accurate calving 
dates is to have two rounds of 
pregnancy testing. 
 

1. The first round is done 7 or 8 
weeks after the end of AI. 
Cows that are pregnant to AI 
are identified. 

2. The second round is done 7 
or 8 weeks after the bulls 
come out so it is possible to 
identify all empty cows and 
cows that are pregnant to the 
bull.  

 
Two rounds of pregnancy testing are 
more accurate because it is easier to 
age pregnancies early on. It is easy to 
tell an 8-week pregnancy from a 12-
week pregnancy but very difficult, if 
not impossible, to differentiate 
between a 5-month and 6-month 
pregnancy. 
 
The advantages of accurate calving 
dates are: - 
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 Drying off dates can be more 
accurately judged. Late cows 
can be milked through June 
and July if conditions are 
favorable. There will be 
money to be made during 
these months. 
 

 There is less chance of dry 
cow antibiotic residues in the 
milk. 

 
 Cows can start getting their 

transition feed at the right 
time. 

 
                       
Last day of 
AI 

 
Ideal time to 
preg test 

Nov 17 Dec 29 – Jan 12 

Nov 24    Jan 5 – 19 

Nov 30    Jan 11-25 

       Dec 8    Jan 19 – Feb 2 

Dec 15    Jan 27 – Feb 9 

Dec 22    Feb 2 – 16 

Dec 29    Feb 9 – 23 

        Jan 1 Feb 16 – Mar 2 

 
Early pregnancy testing 
 
With the ultrasound we have been 
pregnancy testing down to as low as 
day 31 after insemination. We have 
been doing this to identify non-
pregnant cows that have not returned 
back on heat. 
 
These non-pregnant cows that are not 
seen back on heat are the “phantom 
cows” that often do not start cycling 
again until February or March. These 
cows are very frustrating but when 
they are identified early enough there 
is a chance to join them again before 
it is too late. 
 
Cows that are pregnancy tested this 
early will require another pregnancy 
test later as there is a small but 
significant amount of embryonic loss 
from day 31 onwards. 

 

 

Heat Stress  

Heat stress in cattle occurs when they 
are exposed to environmental 
temperatures greater than 25◦C, in 
combination with high humidity or 
direct sunlight. If cows are 
experiencing heat stress, they will 
actively seek shade and wet areas. 
Some cows will be agitated and 
breathe with an open-mouth as their 
core temperature increases. Milk 
production and feed intake will drop. 
Animals experiencing heat stress need 
to be cooled down using fans and/or 
cold water over the body.  

Sick cows and cows that experience 
milk fever are more vulnerable to heat 
stress.  

Some tips that help prevent cows from 
experiencing heat stress: 

- Provide plenty of water 
- Provide plenty of shade 

(trees or sheds) 
- Use water sprinklers and/or 

fans at milking  
- Put cows on the yards under 

sprinklers during the hottest 
part of the day 

- Adjust milking times to 
avoid the warmer period of 
the day- earlier morning and 
later evening milkings 
 

Photosensitisation 
 
We have seen a few cases of 
Photo recently. 
 
Photosensitisation is a condition 
that occurs when a photodynamic 
agent reaches the skin and causes 
the skin to become more sensitive 
to ultraviolet light.  Areas of the 
skin that are non-pigmented are 
most commonly affected 

(particularly udder, teats and 
abdomen).  
 
In the acute presentations of the 
condition the affected areas are 
red and raised. The affected 
animal is often highly irritated, 
seeking shade and kicks at the 
udder or abdomen (if the teats are 
affected). In the later stages of the 
condition the affected areas may 
ooze, scab and slough. 
 
There are two forms of 
photosensitisation. 
 
1. Primary - This type is 

commonly caused by 
ingestion of photodynamic 
agent from lush green plants. 

2. Secondary - associated with 
excessive levels of blood 
photodynamic agent in the 
blood stream and therefore 
skin, due to severe liver 
disease.  

It is often difficult to determine 
cow side the exact cause. Blood 
tests may be required to see if 
there are any current liver issues 
in the affected animal. 
 
Recommended treatment: 
-Anti-inflammatory such as 
Metacam or Ketoprofen. 
- Antihistamines such as Histamil 
10ml twice daily. 
- Run cool water over the white 
areas of the affected animal.  
- Keep the affected animal in a 
shed or under the shade of treats. 
-Zinc ointment on affected areas. 
-Penicillin course may be 
required if the skin begins to 
slough to prevent secondary 
bacterial infections. 

Baby news 

Rochy vet numbers continue to 
swell as Merryn and Alistair 
announce the arrival of their third 
son Devan James Murray born on 
December 12th. 

Jerome and Ralph are excited to 
have a little brother.  


