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Seasonal reminders: 

 Early pregnancy testing is 
the best way to get accurate 
calving dates for cows joined 
to AI. It is most accurate 
when an ultrasound is used, 
and cows are between 6 and 
15 weeks pregnant. 
 

 
 

 
 Do not let cattle graze 

country with significant 
amounts of heliotrope. 
Heliotrope damages the liver 
and cattle are affected 
months and even years later. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff news 
 
Andrew Marguccio is hanging up his 
stethoscope, cleaning out his X-Trail 
and returning to study. He has been 
with us since June 2012 and had 
developed into an excellent all-round 
vet and good guy.  
 
Andrew’s plan is to study 
environmental science at Deakin 
University in Bundoora. We will miss 
his easy-going nature and excellent 
work attitude. We are hopeful that he 
will be able to do some locum work 
for us during the many term breaks 
available to University students. 
 
We wish him all the best in his future 
endeavours. 
 
 

New vets 
 
We are pleased to welcome Claire 
Rhodes and Sam Duck to Rochester 
Vet Practice. Both Claire and Sam are 
recent graduates from Melbourne 
University and both spent time with 
us as students last year. 
 
Claire is from a small sheep farm near 
Stawell. She is very enthusiastic about 
dairy medicine and has an interest in 
dog behaviour. Outside of work she 
enjoys playing netball and doing 
calisthenics. 
 
Sam is from Melbourne but spent as 
much time as possible in dairy clinics 
in his extramural placements. When 
he is not working he enjoys 
bushwalking and kayaking. 
 
 

New disease in weaned 
dairy calves 
 
There is a new disease known as 
Upper Alimentary Ulcerative 
Syndrome (UAUS) in weaned dairy 
calves. 
 
It is characterized by scours and 
wasting that is unresponsive to 
treatment, including drenches, while 
being occasionally responsive to 
antibiotics. 
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A high proportion of calves have 
small ulcers in their mouth or nose. 
Affected animals generally recover 
over a period of weeks but may not 
reach their full potential as adult 
lactating cows. In some affected mobs 
around 10% of sick calves have died. 
 
Not much is known about the disease 
including how common it is, where it 
is, what causes it or how it spreads. 
 
To help improve our understanding of 
UAUS, Agriculture Victoria is 
running a research project looking for 
farmers who are willing to participate. 
It is not a notifiable disease, so there 
is no obligation to investigate.  
 
However, they are willing to provide 
free testing for eligible cases. If one 
or more of the calves have ulcers in 
their mouth or nose, you will have the 
option to allow the post-mortem of 
one animal, for which you will be 
compensated $300. 
 
To qualify, you must have at least 5 
weaned calves (up to 8 months of 
age) developing scours and/or losing 
weight despite treatment. 
 
We think we have seen cases amongst 
our clients. We urge farmers to be on 
the lookout for ‘mystery’ scours 
amongst their weaned calves which 
doesn’t seem to resolve, or calves that 
‘aren’t doing well’ no matter what 
you do. 
 
If you do believe you may be affected, 
give us a call and let us know. 
Previous outbreaks have occurred 
between October and March, so now 
is the time to be vigilant. Confirmed 
cases have occurred in Northern 
Victoria and we know it is in our area.  
 
It would be good to know more about 
this disease and how to deal with it, so 
we encourage farmers to be on the 
lookout for new cases. 

Water intoxication 
 
It is often around this time of year that 
we see cases of water intoxication. 
Water intoxication occurs when stock 
have been deprived of water for a 
period of some days and are then 
given free access to water. 
  
It seems natural to give stock free 
access to water after they have been 
deprived of water. In a recent case 
however two calves out of a mob of 
98 died after drinking large amounts 
of water after being without water for 
roughly 2 days.  
 

 
 
When cattle drink a large amount of 
water all the cells in their body swell, 
including brain cells. This is because 
while they are deprived of water they 
lose a lot of salt as well. When they 
drink large amounts of fresh water 
there is not enough salt to keep fluid 
in the bloodstream and so it moves 
into the body’s cells. 
 
When brain cells swell cattle show 
nervous symptoms such as stumbling, 
blindness and convulsions. 
 
Any stock that have been deprived of 
water for a long time should not be 
allowed to drink very large amounts 
of water straight away. The addition 
of electrolytes such as calf scour 
electrolytes will also reduce the 
danger of brain swelling due to water 
intoxication. 
 
Treatment with hypersaline can help 
reduce the symptoms of water 
intoxication. 

 

 
 
Grain overload in calves 
 
We often see cases of grain overload 
in young stock at this time of year. 
This can be distressing as it is 
possible to kill large numbers of 
calves in one episode. The common 
factor in most of these cases is the use 
of self-feeders.  
 
Self-feeders are very useful, but you 
need to take great care when calves 
use them for the first time or when a 
new type of grain is being used. In a 
recent case the self-feeder was 
changed from pellets to crushed grain, 
but the setting was unchanged. The 
crushed grain was able to run much 
more freely, and the calves ate as 
much as they liked. 
 
We recommend that you put in one 
and a half days feed initially when 
self-feeders are introduced for the first 
time or when a new grain mix is used. 
In this way if the setting is not right 
then calves will only get 50% extra 
which should not cause too much 
trouble. 
 
It is also important to make sure that 
calves are getting adequate fibre in 
their diet as this will reduce the 
chance of acidosis occurring. Like 
cows, calves are more susceptible to 
acidosis during hot weather as they 
are less inclined to eat enough fibre. 
  

 


