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Seasonal reminders: 

 Watch out for heat stress in 
early calving autumn cows. 
Cows with milk fever are not 
able to regulate their 
temperature and will 
overheat on a hot day. Throw 
buckets of water on these 
cows to help them cool 
down. 
 

 
 

 
 Calves born in hot weather 

are especially susceptible to 
dehydration. Sick or scouring 
calves need extra attention in 
hot weather.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excenel RTU 
 
The news media has recently covered 
stories regarding antibiotic resistance 
in human hospitals. Invariably the 
discussion turns to the amount of 
antibiotics used in livestock with the 
implication that this is where the 
antibiotic resistance originates. 
 
A lot of this discussion is more 
relevant in Europe and the United 
States and does not really apply to 
Australia. In fact, our record of 
antibiotic use in livestock is well 
regulated and is minimal compared to 
nearly every other country. 
 

 
 
We have recently reviewed the way 
we use antibiotics in the clinic and we 
are mostly comfortable with 
everything we do except for Excenel 
RTU.  
 
Excenel RTU contains the antibiotic 
ceftiofur, a third-generation 
cephalosporin, that the human 
medicos would like to reserve for 
human use. Most of the Excenel that 
we use is for footrot and most people 
use it because of the nil milk 
withhold. As well as not having to 
discard milk there is peace of mind 
knowing that a relief milker will not 
slip up and put an antibiotic cow in 
the vat. 
 
There are reports from the Western 
District of Salmonella that is resistant 
to ceftiofur. Both salmonellosis and 
Excenel usage are more widespread in 
the Western District. 
 
We would like to encourage people to 
use penicillin instead of Excenel RTU 
for lame cows. In most cases 
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penicillin is just as effective but does 
have the added hassle of a milk 
withhold period. 
 
Our thinking is that it is much better if 
we regulate ourselves and use this 
antibiotic only when it is necessary. 
The alternative is for the APVMA to 
ban the drug altogether if vets and 
farmers are seen to be not attempting 
to do the right thing. 
 
We will shortly be putting big red 
stickers on bottles of Excenel RTU to 
remind all of us to use this antibiotic 
judiciously. 
 

 
 

Lame cow crush 
 
Treating lame cows can be very 
rewarding. If we use a cowslip or 
wooden block, the cow walks away in 
a lot less pain than before treatment 
and makes a full productive recovery. 
 
Treating lame cows can also be 
difficult, dirty back-breaking work. In 
our ideal world we would like to see: - 
 

 The dog tied up 
 

 At least one person to help 
 

 The leg that is lame clearly 
identified preferably with a 
splash of paint 
 

 An area to watch the cow 
walking around before she is 
restrained 
 

 A crush designed to reduce 
the risk of injury to the cow, 
the farmer and the vet 

 
 A non-slip surface in the 

crush (a rubber mat) 
 

 Running water 
 

 Good lighting and a power 
source 
 

 Split gates that open all the 
way on both sides of the 
crush (to help with front feet) 
 

 Somewhere to hook up lame 
cow pulleys 
 

 Somewhere to hook up a 
belly strap 

 
 

Several farms have made simple 
modifications to their crush to make it 
easier to treat lame cows. This has 
usually involved welding some rings 
to the side of the crush so that a steel 
pole can be pushed through just 
behind the cow. The feet can then be 
tied away from the side of the crush 
and worked on more safely and 
effectively. 
 
Please speak to one of the vets when 
they are on your farm to work out the 
best way to modify your crush. 
 
 

Vets running late 
 
We know how annoying it is when we 
are running late for calls. It makes it 
very difficult to plan your day. 
 
Sometimes emergencies crop up and 
sometimes routine jobs take longer 
than expected. If we are running late 
we will always try to contact you to 
let you know what is going on. 
 
One important cause of us running 
late is “while you’re here” as in 
“while you’re here could you have a 
look at this lame cow or sick calf”, If 
you know that you might have extra 
animals please ring the office to let us 
know so that we can adjust our plan of 
attack. 

 

Some lame cow facts 
 

 A cow takes 60% of her 
weight on her front feet 
 

 In front foot lameness the 
inside claw is more likely 
affected 
 

 Hind legs are involved in 
propulsion 
 

 Propulsion causes more foot 
stress than weight-bearing 
 

 The outside claws of the hind 
feet bear the burden of 
continuously changing 
weight load 
 

 Hind feet have a smaller 
weight bearing surface than 
front feet 
 

 85-90% of all lameness in 
dairy cows occurs in the feet 
 

 85% of foot lameness occurs 
in the hind feet 
 

 2/3 of hind foot lameness 
occurs in the outside claw 
 

Heifers are much more likely to have 
front feet lameness than older cows. 
We think that this is due to heifers 
having to go backwards more often 
because older cows boss them around. 
When cows go backwards the front 
feet are the main source of propulsion.  
 

 


