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If you would like your newsletter 
emailed to you, please email the 
practice at admin@rochyvet.com.au   
 
In this issue:  

 Seasonal reminders 

 New vets 

 Disbudding/dehorning 
calves 

 Grain overload 

 Pregnancy toxaemia 

Seasonal reminders: 

- Supplement feeding may be 
required for lactating cows. 
Aim to maintain a BCS of 
2.5 to 3 (scale out of 5). 

- Over-conditioned and cows 
having twins are prone to 
developing pregnancy 
toxaemia. 

- Bio-Check programs will be 
due for renewal in the 
coming months. 

 
New vets 
 
We are pleased to welcome Claire 
Rhodes, Sam Duck and Eveliene 
(Eve) van der Geest to Rochester Vet 

Practice. Both Claire and Sam are 
recent graduates from Melbourne 
University and both spent time with 
us as students last year. 
 
Claire is from a small sheep farm near 
Stawell. She is very enthusiastic about 
dairy medicine and has an interest in 
dog behaviour. Outside of work she 
enjoys playing netball and doing 
calisthenics. 
 
Sam is from Melbourne but spent as 
much time as possible in dairy clinics 
in his extramural placements. When 
he is not working he enjoys 
bushwalking and kayaking. 
 
Eveliene is from a dairy farm near 
Foster, Victoria. She graduated from 
the University of Melbourne in 2011 
and has been working in northern 
Victoria in mixed practice. She has 
also spent 12 months locuming in the 
UK. She has an interest in cattle 
practice. Outside of practice Eveliene 
enjoys playing squash and baking.   
 
Disbudding/ dehorning calves 
 
Horned cattle not only pose an OH&S 
risk to farmers and farm staff when 
handling them, they can also use their 
horns to injure other stock.  
 
In recent time our clinic has started 
offering the service of disbudding 
calves. The veterinary disbudding 
technique has been well adopted by a 
number of dairy clients and hobby 
farmers. Several beef clients are now 
wanting to move away from having 
horned cattle, therefore, would like 
their calves dehorned at a young age.  
 
The procedure of disbudding/ 
dehorning calves is recognized to be a 
stressful and painful procedure and 
may be seen by many, as a procedure 
that negatively impacts on the calf’s 
welfare. Therefore, it is important to 
provide a painless procedure that has 
minimal impact on the calf’s welfare 
and production. 
 
 

The disbudding procedure includes: 
- Sedating the calves with 

xylazine. 
- Providing oral pain relief 

(Buccalgesic). 
- Performing a local nerve 

block to the nerves that 
innervate the horn bud. 

- Cauterising the horn buds 
using a hand-held gas burner. 

- Applying a topical antiseptic 
spray where the horn bud 
was.   

 
We recommend disbudding healthy 
calves between 3 and 9 weeks of age, 
ideally before 2 months of age.  
 
At the time of disbudding we may 
also identify and correct umbilical 
issues, pink eye infections and the 
extra teats. At your request the calves 
may be ear notched for pestivirus (the 
cost of the ear notch test is not 
included in the disbudding program).  
 
Some producers use this time to mark, 
tag and vaccinate the calves while 
they are heavily sedated.  
 
Veterinary disbudding will aid in 
getting your calves through a stressful 
period with minimal effect on growth 
rates and milk intake. Cost per calf: 
$7.70 (GST inc.). 
 
 

 
 
Grain overload  
 
We often see cases of grain overload 
in young stock or fattening stock at 
this time of year. This can be 
distressing as it is possible to kill 
large numbers of animals in one 
episode. The common factor in most 
of these cases is the use of self-
feeders.  
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Self-feeders are very useful, but you 
need to take great care when stock use 
them for the first time or when a new 
type of grain is being used. In a recent 
case the self-feeder was changed from 
pellets to crushed grain, but the 
setting was unchanged. The crushed 
grain was able to run much more 
freely, and the calves ate as much as 
they liked. 
 
We recommend that you put in one 
and a half days feed initially when 
self-feeders are introduced for the first 
time or when a new grain mix is used. 
In this way, if the setting is not right, 
the calves will only get 50% extra 
which should not cause too much 
trouble. 
 
It is also important to ensure the stock 
are getting adequate fibre in their diet 
as it will reduce the chance of 
developing acidosis.   
Clinical signs of acidosis include: 

- Lethargy 
- Segregation from the herd 
- Diarrhoea 
- Appearing wobbly on their 

feet 
- Moderate bloat 
- Excessive time spent lying 

down 
 
Diagnosis is made based on a history 
of eating high risk grain without being 
acclimatised, clinical signs and post 
mortem findings. 
 
On post mortem, there is often 
obvious damage to the rumen wall 
(sloughing of the wall/ ulcers), large 
amount of grain within the rumen and 
reticulum and rumen pH <7 (often 
below 5).  
 
Treatment of clinical acidosis can be 
difficult, and the chances of success 
depend on the severity of the case. 
Treatment of mild cases of acidosis 
includes withholding concentrates and 
feeding hay to stimulate saliva flow. 
Additional therapy includes oral 
antacids such as magnesium oxide or 
sodium bicarbonate at 1 g/kg body 
weight initially to alkalinise the 
rumen, and oral electrolyte solutions. 
 
Severe cases required veterinary 

treatment. Treatment includes: 
- Withholding concentrates 
- Giving intravenous fluids, 

e.g. hypertonic saline and 5% 
sodium bicarbonate 

- Access to water or balanced 
electrolyte solutions 

- Oral antacids such as 
magnesium oxide or sodium 
bicarbonate at 1 g/kg body 

- Antibiotics (to prevent liver 
abscess) 

- Anti-inflammatories (for 
endotoxaemia) 

- Antihistamines 
- Calcium solutions iv or 

under the skin (as acidotic 
animals are often 
hypocalcaemic) 

- Vitamin B1(to the prevent 
polioencephalomalacia).  

- Access to hay. 
 
Under some circumstances severely 
affected stock need to have their 
rumen content emptied and a couple 
litres rumen fluid from a healthy 
animal put into the rumen of the 
affected animal to transfer the ‘good’ 
bacteria. 

 

Pregnancy toxaemia 
 
Pregnancy toxaemia (also known as 
fatty liver syndrome) is a form of 
ketosis, a disease that occurs when the 
breakdown products of fat, called 
ketones, build up in the body and  
become toxic. 
 
It is most common in fat pregnant 
cows of all ages (in the last 2 months 
of  pregnancy, especially those 
bearing twins) in times of falling feed 
quality or limited feed quantity or if 
the cow is experience illness that 
reduces her ability to eat. It can 
occasionally be seen in recently 
calved cows.  
 

 
Clinical signs include: 

- Rapid weight loss 
- Reduced feed intake 
- Lethargy 
- Weakness 
- Segregation from the herd 
- Appearing wobbly on their 

feet  
- Going down and being 

unable to rise 
Some cows may develop neurological 
signs; becoming hyper-excitable, 
aggressive, adopting a high stepping 
gait, licking objects or displaying 
repetitive behaviors and some may 
even appear blind. 
 
Some people can smell an acetone 
smell on the breath of affected cows. 
 
Diagnosis is based on history, clinical 
signs and blood/urine test for the 
presence of ketones.  
 
Intensive treatment may be necessary 
particularly for those cow that are 
down.  Generally, affected cows 
require oral propylene glycol drench 
(Ketol/ Actetol/ Acedex), vitamins B1 
and B12, IV dextrose (precursor of 
glucose) and calcium/magnesium 
solutions under the skin.  
 
In some cases, it may be necessary to 
induce the cow to calve in an attempt 
to save the cow.  
 
If one cow develops the condition on 
the property, it means that the cohort 
may be at risk and close monitoring of 
the herd is required. 
 
Prevention is a matter of nutritional 
management. Cows should be in good 
condition (BCS of 3) at calving, and 
the feed available post-calving must 
be of sufficient quality and quantity 
that cows do not lose much condition 
while lactating. 
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